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This Month We

Celebrate
Jan Puffenberger’s 90  birthday!

th

Join us in the South Wing on Saturday,

August 30, from 2 pm until 4 pm

to wish Jan the best of luck in her next

decade!

            We Extend Sympathy to

Virginia Lee Groves on the recent passing

of her husband, Robert L. (“Bob”) Groves,

and of her daughter, Rebecca (“Becky”)

Groves Clements.  Bob passed away on

May 31 ; Becky passed away on July 10 .st th

The Williams and Walk families on the

recent  passing of Dan W . W illiams.  Dan

passed away on June 16 .th

Ron Weismiller on the recent passing of

his brother, Bob, during July.

August Birthdays
(3) Lee Foster; (4) Pat Parrott;(5) Dorothy

Hall; (8) Marge Neal; (9) Sharon Scruggs;

(11) Fannye Rorer; (12) Sue Liddell; (14)

Mickey Halpin, Pam McReynolds; (15)

Peyton Coleman; (16) Kate Bower; (17)

Theresa Freeman; (18) Ellen W hite; (19)

Earl McLane, Annie Lee; (25) Amanda

Lewis; (31) Joe Phillips

Special Called Meeting Results

On June 22, the attending members of the

congregation of the W illiamsburg Baptist

Church voted no, 34-25, on the proposed

parking lot issue about sharing the lot with

the city. 

Deacon of the Month
Mary Gallimore is our

Deacon of the Month

for August. Born in

V inton, VA, M ary

g r a d u a t e d  f r o m

Radford University with

a B.S. degree in

Elementary Education.

A retired teacher with

35 years of experience, Mary  volunteers at

FISH and has recently been active with the

W omen for Missions.  Her hobbies include

reading, knitting and crocheting.

 Blame it on the Ground Hog
It  seems that the contributions given on
Feb. 2  of this year had been posted tond

2013 instead of 2014, so they did not
appear in the recently issued quarterly
statements.  They will appear correctly
in the 3  quarter statements.rd
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SAVE THE DATE:  Community Café Williamsburg
Thursday, Sept. 4, 1:00 - 3:00

  St. Martin’s Episcopal Church, 1333 Jamestown Road
      All are welcome!

Are you 60 or better?  Get ready for fun, information and some lighthearted

entertainment!  The Faith Community and the Senior Services Coalition are

sponsoring an afternoon out.  Bring your friends in the W illiamsburg Community,

or make new ones.  Join us for a short panel discussion, question and answer

period, snacks, entertainment and prizes.  Our first theme is “Physical W ell-

Being.”

Senior Study of Psalms in Progress
Join us on Tuesdays at 2:00 pm in the South W ing for a series on psalms and

their relevance to our lives.  The series began on July 1  and will continuest

through August 5 .   It is open to the public, so feel free to bring a friend.th

Still On Vacation
# 1  Wednesday Fellowship Dinners will not be held in August.st

# Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, Women for Missions and WBC Book

Group will not meet in August, but will resume in September.

Congregational Survey
All members of W BC and others who consider W BC to be their

church home are invited to participate in a survey to be used in

creating the Church and Pastor Profiles, which will assist the

soon-to-be appointed Search Committee in reviewing candidates

for the position of Senior Pastor.  Distribution will begin in late August for

response by mid-September.  If you expect to be out of town during this period,

please alert the Survey Team (Claire Buckle, Bobbie McLane and Cathey

Sadowski) so that we can find a way to include you in this important process.

Congratulations to . . .
Lisa and Kenny Freeman on the birth of their first grandchild, a boy, Gray, born

July 8  to their daughter and son-in-law, Stephanie and Justin W illingham.th

Collection for Hospice
In appreciation for and in support of the ministry that Hospice House of

W illiamsburg has given over many years to our W BC families and the greater

W illiamsburg community, the Deacons are once again sponsoring a collection

of supplies during the month of August.  As Hospice House receives no public

funding, it relies on private financial gifts and gifts of supplies.  Collection bins

in which to place donations of supplies will be located in the Church Lounge and

in the Narthex throughout the month.  

Items that Hospice House can always use are: Tide High Efficiency detergent,

Clorox bleach, bathroom tissue, paper towels, paper napkins, plastic drink cups,

Styrofoam cups, paper plates (luncheon size, microwaveable), juices (single

serving cans: apple, cranberry, prune, orange), sodas: Coke, Diet Coke, Ginger

Ale, Sprite or Pepsi (½ cans), cookie and brownie mixes, men’s T-shirts (new,

white, all sizes), ladies’ nightgowns (new, soft cotton), white wash cloths and

hand towels, copy paper (96 bright, 20 lb).

Should one wish to make a financial gift, checks payable to W BC with Hospice

House noted in the memo line should be placed in the collection plate or sent to

the church office.

September is FISH Volunteer Month

September is our church’s month to provide volunteers to FISH every Tuesday. 

There is a sign-up sheet on the W est W ing bulletin board.  You can sign up for

either a morning session or an afternoon session or both.  Any questions, call

Claire Buckle at 229-8714.
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    R E T U R N S E R V I C E R E Q U E S T E D

D e a r  W B C  F a m i l y ,

      W hen I came to be your Interim

Pastor last August, we agreed that

change was needed.  In fact, I don’t think

I’ve talked with anybody who hasn’t said

that change is needed if we are to thrive. 

Disagreement comes, however, when

changes are actually made.  It is almost

as if we are saying, “I agree we need to

change, as long as the changes don’t affect me.”  I

understand this sentiment.  After all, if we didn’t like the

way things are, we’d probably be somewhere else.

          But these are times when we must be willing - all of

us - to step outside our comfort zones and accept that

change needs to happen, and the change will affect us all,

at least to some extent.

         Joe McKeever is a writer, conference leader, church

consultant and cartoonist whose insights have been

celebrated.  He has identified the top 10 reasons small

churches stay small.  According to McKeever, they are:

10.  Lack of prayer and spiritual focus.  At its heart, the

church is on a spiritual mission and accomplishing it

requires spiritual focus.

9.  The congregation begins to neglect things that need

fixing.  W hile this is often true of facilities, other things are

also often neglected. “According to research, dying

churches do not tend to their business. They let problems

fester and divisions go unaddressed. Listen closely and

you will hear a leader speak those infamous words: ‘These

things have a way of working themselves out.’ ” And, so

they do nothing, he says. No one is baptized, no one joins,

people drift away and the community becomes less and

less aware of the existence of that small church.

8.  Inconsistent fellowship.  Not everyone feels cared about

and people drift away from the church.

7.  No plans, goals and vision that the entire congregation

affirms.

6.  An unhealthy context.  McKeever says, “A church that

is constantly bickering is unhealthy.  A church that cannot

make a simple decision like choose the color of the carpet,

adopt the next year’s budget, or accept changes in an

order of worship may be unhealthy.”

5.  Believing the church has little to offer.

4.  Not trusting leadership.

3.  Domination by a few strong members.

2.  A quick turnover of pastors.  

1.  Liking things just as they are.  W hile those who want

things to stay as they are would never say they don’t want

their church to grow, we can’t do both.  W e can’t stay the

same and also grow!  The truth is that staying the same is

merely an illusion.  In our church, have we stayed the

same?  Considering the number of friends who have died

or left us, the answer is obvious.  Staying the same is

impossible anyway, so it would seem prudent to engineer

the change if we can.

       Fortunately, none of these “ten reasons churches stay

small” apply to us!  Still, it wouldn’t hurt us to think seriously

about them.  W hat do you think?

     See you Sunday for an exciting worship and a sweet-

spirited church conference to follow!

Yours and His,

Jim

Notes from Nancy

W elcome to August!  Here we are in

a new month and I am not sure I

have completely accomplished all I

had set out to do in July.  Anyway,

we must move on.  As we approach

this new month, I need to remind

everyone interested in taking the Fall

Foliage trip to Peaks of Otter and the

D-Day W ar Memorial that there

needs to be a minimum of at least 16 people committed

by August 25 in order for the Fun Tours bus to pick us up

here at the church.  People will be allowed to sign up after

that date, but Fun Tours will take on managing the

reservations and then it will be on a first come first served

basis if we cannot get 30 people by August 25 .  A flyer isth

on the bulletin board and I have several in my office.  This

trip is open to the community and anyone interested in

going.  This is an overnight trip, October 15 and 16.  

Other events for  this month include our first Monday 

morning coffee, August 4, at Panera Bread at 9:00 am.

Tuesday, August 5 is the last day of the Senior Study in

Psalms at 2:00 pm in the South W ing.  Our monthly third

W ednesday lunch will be held on the 20  (lunch plans areth

incomplete at this time.)  The 2:00 afternoon Panera

gathering will be on Thursday, the 28th. 

Reservations are being accepted for the “Better Than

Ever” (Fifty Plus Retreat) entitled A Story in Art, October

20-22, 2014.  The Keynote Speaker will be Elva from

Elva’s Chalk Art.  The W orship Band will be the Higher

Ground Quartet.  Please see the bulletin board or me for

more information.  W e will carpool to the Eagle Eyrie

Baptist Conference Center just outside Lynchburg. 

Please join us for a great time!

I look forward to an exciting August and hope to spend the

time with you. 

I n  A p p r e c i a t i o n

The Dan W . W illiams family would like to thank Rev.

Nancy Moore, Rev. Robert Kidd, and Mr. Thomas Griffin

for the beautiful service that was given to their father, and

for all the comfort given during their time of grief.  Thanks

to the reception committee and the people responsible for

the wonderful food that was given.  My Dad would have

loved every bit of it, as you all know.  I know Mom and

Dad were with us and will continue to be with us in their

home church, as they love [this] church so much.  Thanks

for inviting me for the butterfly release as it is the first step

towards my healing process.  W hat a wonderful and

beautiful idea.  I am writing individual and personal thank

you’s to the many donations we have received in honor of

Dad’s name going towards the church, and we so truly

appreciate each and every one of them.  God bless you

all.  If I am not with you on Sunday mornings, please know

that I am with you in spirit.  I am having a rough go of it

right now.  I will get better.  I love you all and I know you

all are blessed in God’s eyes.  Thank you again.

Barbara Williams Walk and family

Thank You

to Lee, Dave, John, George and Frank for fixing the lights

in the Sanctuary.

Back Yard Brush Removal Aug. 2, 9am - 1 pm

Pick up trucks and volunteers are needed to help remove

the clippings and debris that have been cut down.  Please

contact Billy Scruggs.
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